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Content Summary

This booklet provides guidance to physicians and pharmacists on buprenorphine regulatory 
requirements, prescribing, dispensing, and safety recommendations, and additional information 

The booklet details the process of obtaining a Drug Addiction Treatment Act of 2000 waiver and 

verify the Drug Addiction Treatment Act of 2000 waiver status of a physician, how to validate a 
Drug Enforcement Administration registration number, how Federal privacy regulations pertain 

This booklet supports the use of buprenorphine as a viable alternative to traditional opioid treatment 

the partnership of physicians and pharmacists in the effective administration and execution of a 
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Patients seeking treatment for opioid use disorder, including misuse of prescription opioids, should be 

Mechanisms of Action

As a partial agonist, there is an upper limit, or ceiling effect, to the sedating and euphoric effects of buprenorphine 

As a therapeutic agent for the treatment of opioid use disorder, the partial agonist properties of buprenorphine 

the degree of dependence is thought to be lower and the withdrawal associated with discontinuation less severe 

but is formulated with buprenorphine to function as a deterrent if someone should choose to abuse the product 

Abuse and Adverse Drug Reactions
Like other opioids, buprenorphine can be abused for its euphoric effects, especially in patients who are not 

may occur, including respiratory depression and overdose, especially when combining opioids with other central 
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While there are fewer drug interactions between buprenorphine and drugs used to treat common co-occurring 

should be attentive to the possibility of sedation or cognitive dysfunction when new medications are started 

Prescribing Buprenorphine Products
Physicians may choose from several buprenorphine products, including generic buprenorphine or buprenorphine 

mono-products should be reserved for pregnant or breast-feeding women or patients with documented, true 

staff to be inventoried) to reinforce compliance and minimize harm to the community that could result from 
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Treatment Initiation
Prior to induction, physicians should establish the diagnosis of opioid use disorder and screen for any co-occurring 

management of co-occurring medical and psychiatric problems as well as the need for behavioral interventions 

of buprenorphine products, patient assessment techniques, and practice guidelines are discussed in depth in 

Maintenance

Table 1. Approved Maintenance Dosage Ranges

Trade Name Product Dosage Form
Target Dose 

Buprenorphine/
Naloxone

Maintenance 
Dosage Range 
Buprenorphine/

Naloxone
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Buprenorphine Regulation

the Drug Addiction Treatment Act of 2000 (DATA 2000) allows qualifying physicians to get a waiver from the 

Drug Addiction Treatment Act Waiver Requirements
To qualify for the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) waiver, physicians must be licensed and agree to 

• 
• 
• 
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• 

• 

• 

the required training online at  on the program’s 

DATA 2000-waived physicians must adhere to all waiver requirements and are subject to unannounced DEA 



8

Federal regulations regarding privacy of patients being treated for substance abuse require a higher degree of 
discretion than what is required of physicians and pharmacists under the security and privacy provisions of the 

providers from revealing any identifying information of a patient being treated for substance abuse addiction, 

Filling Buprenorphine Prescriptions

physician is appropriately registered with the DEA and that the physician has received a DATA 2000 waiver to 

DATA 2000 waiver, the physician will be assigned an additional DEA registration number (DEA number) that 
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DEA numbers online at 

Patient Informed Consent 

Physicians

• 
• 

• 

• 
• 
• 

• 
• 
• 
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Pharmacists

• Advise the patient of the prescribed once-daily dosing regimen, including dosing during induction and 

• 

• 
or alcohol and advise the patient to seek immediate medical intervention if breathing becomes shallow, 

• 

• 
• Advise the patient not to stop taking the buprenorphine product without consulting a physician because a 

• 
• 

patient relationships that promote continuity of care and enable meaningful patient–physician communication, 

Follow us on Twitter             
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buprenorphine-waiver-management

buprenorphine-waiver-management
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Disclaimer 




