PA Checklist Alabama Medicaid Agency

Cranial Orthoses
Attachment A to Policy 01-52

Use of an adjustable cranial orthosis may be considered medically necessary if the following criteria
are met:

O Patient is Medicaid eligible.
O Patient has current EPSDT screening.
O At least one of the following conditions is met:

1. Following cranial vault remodeling surgery for craniosynostosis.
» The following criteria must be met for prior approval of cranial orthosis
following cranial vault remodeling surgery for craniosynostosis:
e The provider must sign and date the order/prescription to indicate the type
of cranial orthosis and the medical reason for its use, and
e The documentation should indicate the recipient had cranial vault
remodeling surgery.
2. For moderate to severe positional or nonsynostotic deformational plagiocephaly.
» The following criteria must be met for prior approval of cranial orthosis for
positional or nonsynostotic deformational plagiocephaly:
e The child must be less than 12 months of age, and
¢ The CVAI should be greater than 6.25 as documented in the medical
documentation and on the order/prescription, and
¢ Positional therapy (including additional tummy time, repositioning, and/or
physical therapy) of at least 2 months duration prior to 6 months of age
has been tried and failed, and
¢ A pediatric neurosurgeon or pediatric craniofacial surgeon must sign and
date the order/prescription to indicate the type of cranial orthosis, the
CVAI measurement, and the medical reason(s) for its use.

NOTE: Additional documentation may be required.
Limitations:
Cranial orthotic helmets are limited to one (1) per lifetime.

Reimbursement:

Medicaid will reimburse cranial orthosis as an all-inclusive service, including the helmet, fittings,
monthly helmet adjustments, anatomical scans, and payment to the required licensed personnel
that perform the adjustments and scans.

Providers will be reimbursed for their final (after all discounts) invoice cost, but reimbursement will
not exceed $5,000.00.
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