Minutes of Meeting

Alabama Medicaid Agency
Pharmacy and Therapeutics Committee

May 7, 2025

Members Present: Dr. Lee Carter (Chairperson), Dr. Frances Heinze (Vice-Chairperson), Dr. Ashley
Lane, Terri Madry, RPh, Dr. Kenny Murray, Dr. Kelli Newman, Dr. Alivia Price, Dr. Melinda Rowe,
Dr. Chandler Stisher, Dr. George Sutton, Dr. Blake Tennant, Dr. Darlene Traffanstedt, and Dr. Jack
Wanschek

Members Absent: None

Presenters: Dr. Rachel Bacon and Dr. Katelyn Meyer

1. OPENING REMARKS

Chairperson Carter called the Pharmacy and Therapeutics (P&T) Committee Meeting to order at
1:04 p.m.

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Chairperson Carter asked if there were any corrections to February 5, 2025 P&T Committee
Meeting’s minutes.

There were no corrections. Dr. Sutton made a motion to approve the minutes as presented and Dr.
Murray seconded to approve the minutes. The minutes were unanimously approved.

3. PHARMACY PROGRAM UPDATE

ALERTS have been issued to notify providers about the requirement to update their email contact
information. Additionally, a multi-factor authentication (MFA) process has been implemented for
accessing the online portal. Pharmacy providers are currently participating in a Payment Error
Reduction Measurement (PERM) audit cycle, which includes retrospective claim reviews. PERM
is a CMS audit, and all providers are requested to respond when asked for information.

As of January, the Agency implemented phase 1 of the Medication Opioid Use Disorder (MOUD)
program, which includes buprenorphine in the Agency’s electronic prior authorization (EPA)
system to reduce administrative burdens for both patients and providers. For buprenorphine-
experienced patients, requests now receive automatic approval without manual review. The
program is now entering Phase 2, which will apply to buprenorphine-naive patients (defined as no



prior fills in the past 90 days). Beginning July 1 (pending successful system testing), prescriptions
for a preferred agent will process without a prior authorization for the first month. This change is
intended to ensure that newly diagnosed patients can access treatment promptly.

For subsequent fills, the 30-day window allows providers time to enter appropriate billing and
coding information into the system. Once the diagnosis is on file, the EPA system will recognize it,
allowing future fills to process without a manual review. A soft launch of this phase in May is
planned to ensure a smooth transition.

Special thanks to Dr. Traffanstedt and Dr. Rowe were given for their critical contributions to the
MOUD program enhancements. Dr. Jack Wanschek has transitioned into the role of Clinical
Pharmacist for the program, and his previous position as Audit Pharmacist will be filled at a later
date.

. ORAL PRESENTATIONS BY MANUFACTURERS/MANUFACTURERS’

REPRESENTATIVES

Five-minute verbal presentations were made on behalf of pharmaceutical manufacturers. The
process and timing system for the manufacturers’ oral presentations were explained. The drugs and
corresponding manufacturers are listed below with the appropriate therapeutic class. There was a
total of one manufacturer verbal presentation at the meeting.

. PHARMACOTHERAPY CLASS RE-REVIEWS (Please refer to the website for full text
reviews.)

The pharmacotherapy class reviews began at approximately 1:21 p.m. There were a total of 13
drug class re-reviews. The Anthelmintics, Aminoglycosides, Cephalosporins, Miscellaneous f3-
Lactam Antibiotics, Chloramphenicol, Macrolides, Penicillins, Quinolones, Sulfonamides,
Tetracyclines, Antibacterials, Miscellaneous, Cerebral Stimulants/Agents Used for ADHD, and
Wakefulness Promoting Agents were all last reviewed in May 2023.

Wakefulness Promoting Agents: American Hospital Formulary Service (AHFS) 282080
Manufacturer comments on behalf of these products:

Sunosi®- Axsome

Dr. Bacon noted that the wakefulness promoting agents included in this review are listed in Table 1
on page 1130. Pitolisant has gained approval for the treatment of excessive daytime sleepiness in
pediatric patients six years of age and older with narcolepsy.

No brand wakefulness promoting agent is recommended for preferred status. Alabama Medicaid
should accept cost proposals from manufacturers to determine the most cost effective products and

possibly designate one or more preferred brands.

Chairperson Carter asked the P&T Committee Members to mark their ballots.



Anthelmintics: AHFS 080800
Manufacturer comments on behalf of these products:
None

Dr. Bacon commented that the anthelmintics included in this review are listed in Table 1 on page
8. All of the agents with the exception of mebendazole and triclabendazole are available in a
generic formulation. There have been no major changes in prescribing information, treatment
guidelines, or clinical studies since the class was last reviewed.

No brand anthelmintic product is recommended for preferred status. Alabama Medicaid should
accept cost proposals from manufacturers to determine the most cost effective products and
possibly designate one or more preferred brands.

Chairperson Carter asked the P& T Committee members to mark their ballots.

Aminoglycosides: AHFS 081202

Manufacturer comments on behalf of these products:
None

Dr. Bacon commented that the aminoglycosides that are included in this review are listed in Table
1 on page 51. There have been no major changes in prescribing information, treatment guidelines,
or clinical studies since the class was last reviewed.

No brand aminoglycosides product is recommended for preferred status. Alabama Medicaid should
accept cost proposals from manufacturers to determine the most cost effective products and
possibly designate one or more preferred brands.

Chairperson Carter asked the P&T Committee members to mark their ballots.

Cephalosporins: AHFS 081206

Manufacturer comments on behalf of these products:
None

Dr. Bacon commented that the cephalosporins that are included in this review are listed in Table 1
on page 136. All of the cephalosporins are available in a generic formulation with the exception of
cefiderocol, ceftaroline, and the combination products. There have been no major changes in
prescribing information, treatment guidelines, or clinical studies since the class was last reviewed.

No brand cephalosporin is recommended for preferred status. Alabama Medicaid should accept
cost proposals from manufacturers to determine the most cost effective products and possibly
designate one or more preferred brands.

Chairperson Carter asked the P&T Committee members to mark their ballots.

Miscellaneous B-Lactam Antibiotics: AHFS 081207



Manufacturer comments on behalf of these products:

None

Dr. Meyer commented that the miscellaneous B-lactam antibiotics included in this review are listed
in Table 1 on page 278. There have been no major changes in prescribing information, treatment
guidelines, or clinical studies since the class was last reviewed.

No brand miscellaneous B-lactam antibiotics product is recommended for preferred status.
Alabama Medicaid should accept cost proposals from manufacturers to determine the most cost
effective products and possibly designate one or more preferred brands.

Chairperson Carter asked the P&T Committee members to mark their ballots.

Chloramphenicol: AHFS 081208
Manufacturer comments on behalf of these products:
None

Dr. Meyer commented that chloramphenicol is the only medication included in this review and is
listed in Table 1 on page 382. There have been no major changes in prescribing information,
treatment guidelines, or clinical studies since the class was last reviewed.

No brand chloramphenicol product is recommended for preferred status. Alabama Medicaid should
accept cost proposals from manufacturers to determine the most cost effective products and
possibly designate one or more preferred brands.

Chairperson Carter asked the P& T Committee members to mark their ballots.

Macrolides: AHFS 081212
Manufacturer comments on behalf of these products:
None

Dr. Meyer commented that the macrolides included in this review are listed in Table 1 on page
400. There have been no major changes in prescribing information or clinical studies since the
class was last reviewed.

No brand macrolide is recommended for preferred status. Alabama Medicaid should accept cost
proposals from manufacturers to determine the most cost effective products and possibly designate
one or more preferred brands.

Chairperson Carter asked the P&T Committee members to mark their ballots.

Penicillins: AHFS 081216
Manufacturer comments on behalf of these products:

None



Dr. Meyer commented that penicillins included in this review are listed in Table 1 on page 495.
There have been no major changes in prescribing information, treatment guidelines, or clinical
studies since the class was last reviewed.

No brand penicillin is recommended for preferred status. Alabama Medicaid should accept cost
proposals from manufacturers to determine the most cost effective products and possibly designate
one or more preferred brands.

Chairperson Carter asked the P&T Committee members to mark their ballots.
Quinolones: AHFS 081218

Manufacturer comments on behalf of these products:
None

Dr. Meyer commented that the quinolones included in this review are listed in Table 1 on page
622. There have been no major changes in prescribing information, treatment guidelines, or clinical
studies since the class was last reviewed.

No brand quinolone is recommended for preferred status. Alabama Medicaid should accept cost
proposals from manufacturers to determine the most cost effective products and possibly designate
one or more preferred brands.

Chairperson Carter asked the P& T Committee members to mark their ballots.

Sulfonamides: AHFS 081220
Manufacturer comments on behalf of these products:
None

Dr. Meyer commented that the sulfonamides included in this review are listed in Table 1 on page
718. Of note, sulfasalazine was moved back into this class by AHFS. There have been no major
changes in prescribing information, treatment guidelines, or clinical studies since the class was last
reviewed.

No brand sulfonamide is recommended for preferred status. Alabama Medicaid should accept cost
proposals from manufacturers to determine the most cost effective products and possibly designate
one or more preferred brands.

Chairperson Carter asked the P&T Committee members to mark their ballots.

Tetracyclines: AHFS 081224

Manufacturer comments on behalf of these products:
None

Dr. Bacon commented that the tetracyclines included in this review are listed in Table 1 on page
795. There have been no major changes in prescribing information, treatment guidelines, or clinical
studies since the class was last reviewed.



No brand tetracycline is recommended for preferred status. Alabama Medicaid should accept cost
proposals from manufacturers to determine the most cost effective products and possibly designate
one or more preferred brands.

Chairperson Carter asked the P& T Committee members to mark their ballots.

Antibacterials, Miscellaneous: AHFS 081228

Manufacturer comments on behalf of these products:
None

Dr. Bacon commented that the miscellaneous antibacterials are a diverse group of products that are
used to treat many different types of infections. The Food and Drug Administration-approved
indications vary depending on the particular agent and antimicrobial properties. It is important to
analyze current treatment guidelines and published studies when making therapeutic decisions
about the miscellaneous antibacterial agents. The miscellaneous antibacterials that are included in
this review are listed in Table 1 on page 873. Many agents in the class are available in a generic
formulation. There have been no major changes in prescribing information, treatment guidelines, or
clinical studies since the class was last reviewed.

No brand miscellaneous antibacterial is recommended for preferred status. Alabama Medicaid
should accept cost proposals from manufacturers to determine the most cost effective products and
possibly designate one or more preferred brands.

Chairperson Carter asked the P&T Committee members to mark their ballots.

Cerebral Stimulants/Agents for ADHD: Central Alpha-Agonists — AHFS 242400,
Amphetamine Derivatives — AHFS 282004, Respiratory and CNS Stimulants — AHFS 282032
Manufacturer comments on behalf of these products:

None

Dr. Bacon noted that the cerebral stimulants/agents used for ADHD included in this review are
listed in Table 1 beginning on page 1022. New generics for Mydayis ER® and Vyvanse® have been
approved since the last review. October 2023 warnings and precautions labeling updates for the
CNS Stimulants include abuse, misuse, and addiction; risks to patients with serious cardiac
disease; increased blood pressure and heart rate; long-term suppression of growth in pediatric
patients; motor and verbal tics; and worsening of Tourette’s Syndrome.

No brand cerebral stimulant/agent used for ADHD is recommended for preferred status. Alabama
Medicaid should accept cost proposals from manufacturers to determine the most cost effective
products and possibly designate one or more preferred brands.

Dr. Newman asked about shortages for these medications. The Committee stated that the shortages
have improved but still continue to be intermittent. Dr. Heinze stated that some strengths of certain
medications continue to be unavailable, but it is very irregular in occurrence.



Chairperson Carter asked the P& T Committee Members to mark their ballots.

. RESULTS OF VOTING ANNOUNCED

The results of voting for each of the therapeutic classes were collected; all classes were approved
as recommended. Results of voting are described in the Appendix to the minutes.

. NEW BUSINESS

Dr. Murray asked if state antimicrobial resistance levels are used to determine the
recommendations. Dr. Bacon replied that national guidelines and specifically IDSA guidelines for
many antimicrobial-related disease states are the mainstay of the reviews, along with information
available in the package inserts. The influenza antivirals do take resistance patterns into account in
their recommendation. Dr. Heinze stated that there have been some concerns with Rocephin in the
Huntsville area. Alabama Department of Public Health (ADPH) sent a health alert to Alabama
providers for Rocephin: No direct link was found between Rocephin and the reported reactions in
Alabama.

There was no other new business.

. NEXT MEETING DATE

The next P&T Committee Meetings are scheduled for August 6, 2025 and November 5, 2025.

. ADJOURN

There being no further business, Dr. Murray moved to adjourn, and Dr. Sutton seconded. The
meeting adjourned at 1:45 p.m.



Appendix

RESULTS OF THE BALLOTING
Alabama Medicaid Agency

Pharmacy and Therapeutics Commaittee
May 7, 2025

A. Recommendation: No brand anthelmintic product is recommended for preferred status. Alabama
Medicaid should accept cost proposals from manufacturers to determine the most cost effective products
and possibly designate one or more preferred brands.

Amendment: None

Vote: Unanimous to approve as recommended

B. Recommendation: No brand aminoglycosides product is recommended for preferred status. Alabama
Medicaid should accept cost proposals from manufacturers to determine the most cost effective products
and possibly designate one or more preferred brands.

Amendment: None

Vote: Unanimous to approve as recommended

C. Recommendation: No brand cephalosporin is recommended for preferred status. Alabama Medicaid
should accept cost proposals from manufacturers to determine the most cost effective products and
possibly designate one or more preferred brands.

Amendment: None

Vote: Unanimous to approve as recommended

D. Recommendation: No brand miscellaneous B-lactam antibiotics product is recommended for preferred
status. Alabama Medicaid should accept cost proposals from manufacturers to determine the most cost
effective products and possibly designate one or more preferred brands.

Amendment: None

Vote: Unanimous to approve as recommended



. Recommendation: No brand chloramphenicol product is recommended for preferred status. Alabama
Medicaid should accept cost proposals from manufacturers to determine the most cost effective products
and possibly designate one or more preferred brands.

Amendment: None

Vote: Unanimous to approve as recommended

. Recommendation: No brand macrolide is recommended for preferred status. Alabama Medicaid should
accept cost proposals from manufacturers to determine the most cost effective products and possibly
designate one or more preferred brands.

Amendment: None

Vote: Unanimous to approve as recommended

. Recommendation: No brand penicillin is recommended for preferred status. Alabama Medicaid should
accept cost proposals from manufacturers to determine the most cost effective products and possibly
designate one or more preferred brands.

Amendment: None

Vote: Unanimous to approve as recommended

. Recommendation: No brand quinolone is recommended for preferred status. Alabama Medicaid should
accept cost proposals from manufacturers to determine the most cost effective products and possibly
designate one or more preferred brands.

Amendment: None

Vote: Unanimous to approve as recommended

Recommendation: No brand sulfonamide product is recommended for preferred status. Alabama
Medicaid should accept cost proposals from manufacturers to determine the most cost effective products
and possibly designate one or more preferred brands.

Amendment: None

Vote: Unanimous to approve as recommended



J. Recommendation: No brand tetracycline is recommended for preferred status. Alabama Medicaid
should accept cost proposals from manufacturers to determine the most cost effective products and
possibly designate one or more preferred brands.

Amendment: None

Vote: Unanimous to approve as recommended

K. Recommendation: No brand miscellaneous antibacterial is recommended for preferred status. Alabama
Medicaid should accept cost proposals from manufacturers to determine the most cost effective products
and possibly designate one or more preferred brands.

Amendment: None

Vote: Unanimous to approve as recommended

L. Recommendation: No brand cerebral stimulant/agent used for ADHD is recommended for preferred
status. Alabama Medicaid should accept cost proposals from manufacturers to determine the most cost
effective products and possibly designate one or more preferred brands.

Amendment: None

Vote: Unanimous to approve as recommended

M. Recommendation: No brand wakefulness promoting agent is recommended for preferred status.
Alabama Medicaid should accept cost proposals from manufacturers to determine the most cost
effective products and possibly designate one or more preferred brands.

Amendment: None

Vote: Unanimous to approve as recommended
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Respectfully submitted,
QW‘M Doson
May 9, 2025
Rachel Bacon, PharmD, MPH Date
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